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John D.
Kibler Missing 
Over Austria
C aptain John D. Kibler, a son of 
Mr. and Mrs. John P. Kibler of A r­
eola and a grand-son and nephew of 
Mrs. George W. Davis and son, 
M ayor John D. Davis of Newton, is 
m issing in action, according to a tele­
g ram  from  the W ar D epartm ent re ­
ceived by his wife. He was piloting 
a B-24 bomber over A ustria on July 
S and failed to re tu rn  from  th a t mis­
sion.
He had completed over half of the 
missions required for a leave in Am­
erica and w as looking forward to  re ­
tu rn ing  here.
He w as well known a t Newton, 
where he often accompanied his 
fa the r when the la tte r  was a bread 
salesm an. M any will also remember 
his accounts of his experiences in Eu­
rope and Asia when he was traveling 
w ith M ayor Davis in 1932.
In le tte rs to members of his family, 
w ritten  recently, he had told of some 
experiences while flying on raids over 
German occupied territory . The hy­
draulic system  of his plane was ! 
knocked out twice, he lost a n o th e r : 
plane, once his crew had to attach  
parachutes to help land their Liber­
a to r bomber. 4
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